Top 5 Best Moments in 
Border-Gavaskar Trophy (BGT) 
History 


The Border-Gavaskar Trophy (BGT) is one of cricket's most fiercely contested series, 
symbolizing the intense rivalry between India and Australia. Over the years, this Test series has 
witnessed some unforgettable moments, defined by grit, drama, and heroics. In this blog, we 
take a trip down memory lane to revisit the Top 5 Best Moments in Border-Gavaskar Trophy 
History, celebrating the iconic performances that have left cricket fans in awe. 


1. VVS Laxman’s Epic 281 at Eden Gardens (2001) 


If there’s one performance that epitomizes the magic of Test cricket, it’s VVS Laxman’s 281 
against Australia in the 2001 Kolkata Test. Following on after a massive first-innings deficit, 
India seemed down and out. But Laxman, batting at No. 3, played a marathon knock alongside 
Rahul Dravid, scripting an incredible comeback. 


Their partnership of 376 runs turned the game on its head, setting up a historic victory for India. 
Laxman’s knock is remembered as one of the greatest in Test cricket history, solidifying this 
moment as a standout in BGT history. 


2. Anil Kumble’s 10-Wicket Haul (1999) 


Delhi's Feroz Shah Kotla witnessed a masterclass in spin bowling when Anil Kumble took all 
ten wickets in an innings against Pakistan in 1999. However, Kumble’s career-best figures often 
overshadow another equally brilliant spell he delivered in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in 
2004. 


Facing a strong Australian batting lineup, Kumble’s 12-wicket haul at Chennai ensured India 
retained the trophy. His precision, consistency, and sheer determination to dominate the Aussies 
made this moment unforgettable for Indian fans. 


Check Out:- Predicted India XI For 2nd BGT Test 


3. The Gabba Fortress Breached (2021) 


Australia’s fortress at the Gabba, Brisbane, stood unconquered for 32 years—until India’s 
injury-ravaged squad pulled off the unthinkable in the 2021 Border-Gavaskar Trophy. Led by 
Ajinkya Rahane after Virat Kohli returned home, a young Indian side fought tooth and nail 
against a full-strength Australian team. 


The fourth Test’s final day was a thrilling affair. Shubman Gill’s fluent 91, Rishabh Pant’s fearless 
unbeaten 89, and Washington Sundar’s all-round heroics helped India chase down 328. The 
victory not only sealed the series 2-1 but also marked one of the most iconic moments in BGT 
history. 


4. Sachin Tendulkar’s Desert Storm (1998) 


The name Sachin Tendulkar is synonymous with cricketing greatness, and his performances in 
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy have always been remarkable. One standout moment came 
during the 1998 series in Sharjah, where he played the famous Desert Storm knock. 


Chasing Australia’s stiff total, Tendulkar’s innings of 143 was a masterpiece of timing, power, 
and resilience. Though this moment technically wasn’t a Test match, it set the stage for Sachin’s 
dominance against Australia throughout the series, earning him the title "Master Blaster." 


5. Harbhajan Singh’s Hat-Trick (2001) 


The 2001 Kolkata Test wasn’t just about Laxman and Dravid’s heroics—it also featured a 
magical moment from Harbhajan Singh. The off-spinner became the first Indian bowler to take 
a hat-trick in Test cricket, dismissing Ricky Ponting, Adam Gilchrist, and Shane Warne in 
consecutive deliveries. 


Harbhajan’s hat-trick was crucial in India’s eventual win and added a dramatic layer to what is 
often hailed as one of the greatest Test matches ever played. His spell not only derailed 
Australia’s innings but also showcased his ability to thrive under pressure. 


What Makes the Border-Gavaskar Trophy Special? 


The BGT is more than just a cricket series; it’s a battle of skill, temperament, and mental 
toughness. The intense competition has produced numerous legendary performances, with 
players rising to the occasion to etch their names in history. 


From Laxman’s resilience to Pant’s audacity, the Top 5 Best Moments in Border-Gavaskar 
Trophy History reflect the essence of cricket—unpredictable, thrilling, and awe-inspiring. 


Looking Ahead 


As the Border-Gavaskar Trophy continues to evolve, one thing remains certain: it will keep 
delivering moments that define the spirit of Test cricket. The next chapter in this epic rivalry is 
eagerly awaited, promising more memories to cherish. 


Which moment from the BGT is your favorite? Let us know in the comments and celebrate the 
legacy of one of cricket’s greatest rivalries! 


Check Out:- Predicted India XI For 2nd BGT Test 


